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he rode to Sittingbourne to bait. Rumbold rode thither also
to bait in another inn; and riding some short while before
his Grace, as soon as he had sight of him again, he planted
himself in another field in the same playing posture as he
had before; which his Grace seeing, when riding by, went
again to see this strange gamester, whom he then took to be
really a madman. No sooner was his Grace approaching
Rumbold, who then had little or no money upon his cloth,
than he cried out: " Six hundred pounds." " What! " said
the Archbishop, "lost again?" "No," replied Rumbold;
" won, by gad! I'll play this hand out, and then leave off.
So, eight hundred pounds more, sir, won, ^ I'll leave off while
I'm well." " And whom have you won off? " said his Grace.
"Off the same person," replied Rumbold, "that I left the
six hundred pounds with you for before you went to dinner."
" And how," said his Grace, " will you get your winnings ?"
Says Rumbold, " Off his ambassador too." So, riding up
with sword and pistol in hand to his Grace's coach, he took
fourteen hundred pounds out of the seat thereof above his
own money, which he had entrusted in his hands to give

to------, and rode off,

One day, at Colebrook, being informed that a couple
of travellers lay at a certain inn in the abovesaid town
he rose early the next morning to waylay them in their
journey to Reading, so went before them to surprise them
at Maidenhead Thicket; but the travellers being cunning,
they had given out in public the wrong road they were to
go, for instead of riding to Reading, they went to Windsor,
so that Rumbold, missing his prey, rode back again very
melancholy, when meeting with the Earl of Oxford, who was
attended only with one groom and a footman, he clapped
his hair into his mouth to disguise himself for his intended
design, and attacked his lordship with the terrifying words
" Stand and deliver," withal swearing that if he made any
resistance he was a dead man. The expostulations the Earl
used to save what he had were as much in vain as to pretend
to wash a blackamoor white; however he swore too that,
since he must lose what he had, Rumbold should search
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